[Fate of benzo(a)pyrene in the digestive tract. 2. Appearance of metabolites].
The degradation of the B(a)P - mainly by oxidative way - began in the stomach and greatly developed in the intestine. The quinones and other hydrosoluble derivatives were the main metabolites of the B(a)P digestive tractus. The quinones predominated in stomach tissue, but the most hydrosoluble metabolites also were present in this wall. In the intestinal content, these hydrosoluble metabolites were very abundant; they seemed easily absorbable by the intestinal wall. Conversely, the quinones were excreted in faeces. A reduced metabolite was formed in intestinal and faecal contents.